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1. INFO SUPPLIED BY TEDROS VERY MUCH AT VARIANCE WITH 
REPORT OF USG PARTICIPANTS AT PANAFTEL PROSPECTIVE DONORS 
MEETING HELD ITU HEADQUARTERS GENEVA MAY 21-22. 

2. PURPOSE OF THAT MEETING WAS TO GAUGE ATTITUDE OF 
POTENTIAL MAJOR DONORS TO CONTRIBUTING TO FUND. COUNTRIES 
REPRESENTED INCLUDED CANADA, FRANCE, FRG, ITALY, JAPAN, 
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NETHERLANDS, SWEDEN, UK AND US. INVITEES WHO DID NOT APPEAR 
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INCLUDED CHINA, SWITZERLAND AND USSR. 

3. UPON QUESTIONING OF ADB AND OTHER AFRICAN OFFICIALS 
IT BECAME CLEAR THAT: 

(A) ONLY PRELIMINARY TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL STUDIES WERE 
AVAILABLE AT TIME AND FINAL STUDIES NOT EXPECTED PRIOR END 
OF AUGUST 1973; 

(B) TOTAL COST ESTIMATES THEREFORE VAGUE AND AT TIME OF 
MEETING NOT WELL SUBSTANTIATED; 

(C) OBJECTIVE OF AFRICANS EVIDENTLY TO SET UP FUND TO 
FINANCE NETWORK TO BE ADMINISTERED BY ADB WHICH WOULD 

DO SO, IN EFFECT, IN ANY MANNER IT SAW FIT WITHOUT FURTHER 
REFERENCE TO DONORS. 

4. REACTION OF MOST PARTICIPANTS WAS NEGATIVE TO THIS 
APPROACH. BRITISH AND FRENCH REPS WERE PARTICULARLY 
EMPHATIC IN STATING THEIR GOVTS UNABLE PARTICIPATE IN ANY 
MULTILATERAL FUND OF THIS NATURE AND SIGNIFIED INTENTION 
CONTINUE BILATERAL APPROACHES TO FUNDING OF TELECOM 
PROJECTS. SEVERAL PARTICIPANTS INDICATED WILLINGNESS TO 
COORDINATE THEIR INDIVIDUAL BILATERAL TELECOM PROJECTS 
WITH PROPOSED NETWORK. 

5. SUBSEQUENT ADB/ITU PROPOSAL FOR A FUNDING COORDINATION 
MECHANISM (COMMITTEE COMPOSED OF ADB, ITU, ECA, WORLD BANK 
AND DONOR COUNTRIES), ALSO FAILED OF AGREEMENT BECAUSE MOST 
PARTICIPANTS INDICATED THEY LACKED AUTHORITY TO APPROVE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF SUCH COMMITTEE. THEREUPON PRESIDENT OF ADB 
LABIDI STATED THAT INFORMAL CONSULTATIVE MEETING WOULD BE 
CONVENED IN NOVEMBER 1973 AFTER PARTICIPANTS HAVE HAD 
OPPORTUNITY TO EXAMINE FINAL DETAILED CONSULTANTS REPORTS 
EXPECTED END OF AUGUST. DATE AND PLACE OF MEETING WERE LEFT 
OPEN, ALTHOUGH AT ONE POINT LABIDI SUGGESTED ABIDJAN, ADB 
HEADQUARTERS, AS SITE. 

6. SINCE CONCLUSION OF GENEVA MEETING, ONLY MATERIAL 
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RECEIVED BY USG ON THIS SUBJECT HAS BEEN DRAFT MINUTES OF 
MEETING. WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED ANY NOTICE OF SEPTEMBER 9 
MEETING MENTIONED BY TEDROS, NOR HAVE DETAILED REPORTS 
PROMISED AT MAY MEETING ARRIVED. FURTHERMORE, SINCE ITU 
PLENIPOTENTIARY CONFERENCE OPENS IN TORREMOLIN OS , SPAIN, 
SEPTEMBER 14, WE STRONGLY DOUBT THAT TIME AND PLACE OF MEET- 
ING MENTIONED BY TEDROS COULD BE ACCURATE. RUSH 
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